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WHY STUDY A-LEVEL MUSIC?
1 .      M u s i c  i s  a n  r i g o r o u s  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  A - l e v e l .  I t
d e v e l o p s  t r a n s f e r a b l e  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  a n a l y t i c a l  s k i l l s ,
c r e a t i v i t y ,  t e a m - w o r k ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c
p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  m a n y  m o r e .

2 .     M u s i c  i s  a  r e s p e c t e d  A - l e v e l  e q u a l  t o  a n y  o t h e r  A -
l e v e l ,  a n d  i s  a c c e p t e d  b y  e v e r y  u n i v e r s i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  R u s s e l l  G r o u p s  U n i v e r s i t i e s .

3 .     M u s i c  A - l e v e l  c o m p l i m e n t s  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  s u c h
a s  M a t h s ,  s c i e n c e s  a n d  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s .

4 .     A - l e v e l  m u s i c  i s  p e r f e c t  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  b e c o m e  a
m u s i c i a n -  A N D  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t !

5 .     S t u d y i n g  m u s i c  i n  d e p t h  i m p r o v e s  y o u r  a n a l y t i c a l
t h i n k i n g  a n d  e n a b l e s  y o u  t o  e n j o y  m u s i c  m o r e -
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u  c o n t i n u e  y o u r  m u s i c a l  s t u d i e s

6 .     M u s i c  A - l e v e l  l o o k s  F A N T A S T I C  o n  y o u r  u n i v e r s i t y
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  C V ’ s .  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e
a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  g i v e  b a c k
t o  y o u r  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  e m p l o y m e n t .



YOU SHOULD CONSIDER 
A-LEVEL MUSIC IF:

You enjoy music!

You achieve a 6 or above at GCSE Music. 
Please note: If you haven’t taken GCSE Music, you must
be Grade 5 theory and grade 7 on your instrument and
Music Theory. 

You are currently grade 4 or above in your instrument 
(or equivalent). Performances in Year 13 are at a
minimum of Grade 6. 

You want to become a professional musician in the
future.

If you want to become a computer scientist, architect or
lawyer - or if you have no idea what you want to do in the
future!  Music A-level can take you anywhere - AND
makes you stand out from the crowd.



THE MUSIC TEAMTHE MUSIC TEAMTHE MUSIC TEAM

Mrs White

Loved Coopers’ A-level Music so much that

she came back to teach her! Passionate about

all things singing and composing

SINGER

COMPOSITION TUTOR

CHOIR DIRECTOR

Mrs Alford

Passionate about all things

performing!

BAND DIRECTOR

OBOIST

TEACHER OF MUSICALS AND

PERFORMANCE

Ms Williams

Head of Music

Passionate about all things Western Classical 

Music!

PIANIST AND VIOLINIST

TEACHER OF WESTERN CLASSICAL MUSIC

GIBSON ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR



A-level Music in the

Classroom



A-level Music in the

Classroom



Our
Syllabus

Board: Eduqas

Duration: 2 year course

Assessment: Combination of listening exam (40%)
and coursework - performing and composing (60%)

Areas of Studies: Western Classical Music, 
Musicals and into the 20th Century (1900's+)



Course Breakdown

EXAM 40%:  listening exam at the end of Year 13. Includes short,
multiple choice questions, open ended answers and long form essays.
There will also be questions on context and culture. In preparation,
you will study in depth the areas of study, analyse and contextualise
music. Areas of Study: Western Classical Music and the development
of the symphony, Into the 20th Century Classical music, and finally
Musicals. You will study these three areas of study over the two year
course.

COURSEWORK 60%: (PERFORMANCE/COMPOSITION)
you can choose one of two different routes into the coursework

ROUTE A: 35% Performance, 25% Composition (2 compositions)
OR
ROUTE B: 25% Performance, 35% Composition (3 compositions)

You get to choose whether you are stronger in performance or
composing, and select the route that is right for you - which we
think is GREAT!



1.          STUDENTS ACHIEVE GRADES CONSISTENTLY A*-B

2.        LONG AND PROUD LEGACY OF MUSICIANS AND SUCCESSFUL PROFESSIONALS 

3.        DIVERSE AND BUSY EXTRA-CURRICULAR DEPARTMENT

4.        MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO PERFORM AS AN ENSEMBLE AND SOLOIST THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

5.        MASTERCLASSES BY PROFESSIONAL UK MUSICIANS EVERY TERM

6.        MUSIC TRIPS TO LONDON AT LEAST ONCE PER TERM

7.        PASSIONATE AND EXPERIENCED STAFF WHO WILL SUPPORT YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

8.        MUSIC TOURS TO EUROPE EVERY TWO YEARS

 What makes A-level Music at Coopers’ special?



A-LEVEL OUTSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

Masterclasses

Italy Tours

Concerts to

London

High profile

concerts in

Central London

Italy Tours



A-LEVEL OUTSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

Music Festival

Unrivalled extracurricular

opportunities





dave fawbert
(ALUMNI)

ALUprofessional music producer, dj, event
manager and music journalist

studied geography at cambridge university

‘The thing i liked most about a-level music
was immersing myself in music and

learning to collabortae with other
incredible musicians. One of the best

things was learning about a whole range
of genres that i might never have

investigated; even learning all the vocab
and terminology comes in so useful in

places that you just don’t expect it. 
Most of all just being around other musicians

was amazing fun.

having a passion like music sets you apart
from other people. even if you want to be an
investment banker - if you’re the person who

can walk into that interview and get on with
them and show that you can do something

different- that you have an interest in
something outside that field, that will set

you apart from the other candidates.”



andy
white
(alumni)

professional trombonist for the
royal ballet sinfonia
studied Ba Music at leeds university
Studied an MA in performance at the
royal college of music

‘a-level music at coopers’ was tough, but i loved
it. i met so many people who I’m still in touch
with. the opportunities to perform as a soloist
and ensemble are endless. i think this is one of
the major reasons i now do what i do today. the
staff are so supportive and always available.

Incredible memories; 3 music trips abroad,
countless concerts, music festivals, A-level
music gave me the confidence to turn a passion
into a job and career. Learning to collaborate
and get on with people who you may not know
well and listening to others is so important in
life.”



Studied audio production at sae in london
Assistant engineer at air studios in london

(recording music for film and tv)

‘there was such a sense of community in a-level music at
coopers’. we all came from different musical

backgrounds, but in the classroom we all came together
to express ourselves through music. it was great. now, My

job requires excellent communication skills with
composers, as well as score reading. all this i got

through a-level music at coopers’.

jed rimmell
(alumni)



I studied music because I enjoyed the gcse and it’s a really nice
counter to my other subjects. Having music as an a-level and a
passion means that i have real diversity and skill range on my

application. It will set me apart from other candidates

MOLLY GULVIN:
Studies: Maths, Further Maths, Computing and Music

Applying to Cambridge to study Computer Science

Current
Student



Current
Student

EDIE WELLS:
Applying to study BA Music at
University 
followed by an MA in Piano
Performance
I love the performance side of a-level most
because i’m an aspiring pianist. i’ve gained a
range of transferable skills during the
course. I’m challenged and supported along
the way.





hollywood and west-end stars

shiela atim
Actor,  Hollywood star and OLIVIER Award Winner

ELLIOT HARPER
West End Actor (Trunchball in ‘Matilda’)

Both studied music at Coopers’ 



TV presenters and musicians

LUKE BACCHUS
professional jazz pianist
BBC Jazz Young Musician of the 
year finalist

Ben Dawson
Professional Pianist

Ben Bland
BBC News Presenter

Evangeline Tan
Professional Double Bassist

All studied music at Coopers’ 





WWW.COOPERSCOBORN.ORG.UK

FACEBOOK: COOPERS COBORN MUSIC DEPARTMENT

EMAIL US AT
AWI@COOPERSCOBORN.ORG.UK


