Geography GCSE

Geography education should encourage learners to develop a sense of wonder about the world.
Why study GCSE Geography?
The world is always changing and this course will give you a chance to learn about those changes.
This is the subject for you if you enjoy:
• learning more about the world we live in
• developing skills that will help you in other areas, such as IT and research
• completing some of your own practical work away from the classroom
• working in a team with other students
• learning through investigating and doing, as well as listening and reading
How does Geography help me for ‘Beyond 18’?
Employers and universities value the broad range of transferable skills that geography delivers.
Geography fits neatly with science, arts and humanities, and geographers also tend to have very
good IT skills. A GCSE in Geography is excellent preparation for a career in planning, resource and
countryside management, tourism and recreation and, environmental management and
development. Many geographers also move into general management careers or branch out into
journalism
Why study OCR Geography?
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) will excite and engage learners
with contemporary topics covering the breadth of this dynamic subject. It will help create a lifelong
love of geography by providing learners with an interest in different places, people and
environments, whilst ensuring an appreciation of the geography of the UK in the 21st Century. This
GCSE (9–1) qualification aims to encourage learners to think like geographers through an enquiry
approach to contemporary topics of study. The enquiry questions allow learners to be engaged in
the subject matter and understand how the content is relevant to them. An enquiry approach to
geography ensures learners are discovering something about the nature of geographical knowledge
and how the scope of the subject is changed by the questions which are asked. Study, contextualised
through exciting topics, will allow learners to easily engage with the subject matter. The qualification
integrates fieldwork and geographical skills into the content and assessments, giving a holistic
approach to their assessment. This will ensure these skills are embedded within teaching and
learning. This GCSE (9–1) in Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) will provide learners with
a solid grounding, whether they are going on to Further Education, Higher Education or the
workplace. The qualification aims to inspire a passion for Geography within learners which
encourages an interest in the subject beyond academic achievements, for the rest of their life.
What knowledge and skills will students gain?
GCSE Geography will enable learners to build on their Key Stage 3 knowledge and skills to:
• Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, and of
different scales including global; and of social, political and cultural contexts (know geographical
material).
• Gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places and
processes over space and time, and the interrelationship between geographical phenomena at
different scales and in different contexts (think like a geographer).
• Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in fieldwork, in using
maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and in researching secondary evidence, including
digital sources; and develop their competence in applying sound enquiry and investigative
approaches to questions and hypotheses (study like a geographer).
• Apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively
to real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues; and develop
well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding (applying
geography).

What fieldwork opportunities are on offer?
All students will carry out 1 full day of Physical Geography fieldwork and 1 half day of Human
Geography fieldwork. Students may also be able to apply for an optional overseas residential trip to
Iceland.

How will students be assessed?

What is the assessment criterion?

What kind of homework tasks will I be expected to complete?

How will the teaching of the course be delivered over 2 years?

Year 10
Autumn 1 (7)

Climate Change

Autumn 2 (7)

Global Hazards
Christmas

Spring 1 (6)

Sustaining Ecosystems

Spring 2 (6)

Distinctive Landscapes
Easter

Summer 1 (6)

Urban Futures

Summer 2 (6)

Physical Geog. Fieldwork

Year 11
Autumn 1

Human Geog. Fieldwork

Autumn 2

UK in the 21st Century
Christmas

Spring 1

Resource Reliance

Spring 2

Dynamic Development
Easter

Summer 1

Revision

